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Student Symposium
Friday, March 6
Th e Ella teams up with the Arts and Cultural Alliance 
of Jackson County to present a student art symposium. 
Students will hear Tyree Guyton speak with break-out 
sessions on careers in art.

Connection Reception and   
Street Sense Exhibit Preview 

 Featuring Tyree Guyton
Friday, March 6, 6-8 PM
Tyree Guyton is on hand for a preview of the exhibit Street 
Sense: Celebrating 20 Years of the Heidelberg Project and a 
reception celebrating the connection of art, community, 
pride, and history. Meet the man that turned his 
deteriorated Detroit neighborhood into a work of art that 
belongs to the world art community.
Connection Reception tickets are now available at the 
Museum and cost $20 per person or $35 per couple.

 Exhibit Opening:

 Street Sense
Saturday, March 7, 
Hurst & Pyron Galleries
An exhibit commemorating the tulmultuous 20 years of the 
Heidelberg Project and its creator, Tyree Guyton.
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           Calendar of Events
March 2009

29   Sugaring &    
   Shearing Festival
Sunday, March 29, noon - 4 PM
It’s Spring! Celebrate at the Museum with 
this annual community day. Area farmers will 
shear sheep while Museum staff  and volunteers 
boil down the maple sap to syrup. Children’s 
art activities, demonstrations by the Jackson 
Handweaver’s Guild, and other fun surprises are 
in store. Shake off  those cabin fever blues and join 
us! 
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The Museum is Open Tuesday - Friday  am -  pm and Saturday  am -  pm (Closed Sunday and Monday)

 Friends   
 Meeting 
Monday, March 9, 1:00 PM
Director Chris Gordy 
invites you to examine 
the past through song in 
“Folklore Music Th rough 
History.” Tunes familiar, 
forgotten, and fantastic 
are on the agenda.
 

  Th e Ella at the Expo
Saturday, March 14
Th e Museum has a booth at the Women’s Expo at the 
Middle School at Parkside. Stop by and say hello.

  Exhibit Opening & Reception:

  Great Lakes Pastel Society
Saturday, March 21, Reception 1- 3 PM
Meet the artists and members of the Great Lakes Pastel 
Society and see their work in the Emmet Gallery today.
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Baa Baa shorn sheep...  

Spring Break begins March 30-- see the April Calendar for Spring Break at The Ella One-Day-Won-ders!
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   Spring Break 
   One-Day-Wonders
Monday, March 30 - Friday, April 3, 9:30 - 3:30
Please bring a lunch. Snacks provided.
Members $25/day, Public $30/day
Spend Spring Break at Th e Ella where each day is 
something fun and diff erent...
On Monday, March 30 explore space and visit the 
Hurst Planetarium on Space Day.
It’s a three-ring Tuesday on March 31 with Circus 
Day... Learn to clown around, design your own clown 
face, eat some circus snacks, and more.
Feeling Dotty? On Wednesday, April 1, it’s Dot Day 
where the only April Fools are the ones not visiting 
the Street Sense exhibit and making 
connections in their community.
On Th ursday, April 2, 
Be an Artist and create 
beautiful artwork that 
will be on exhibit at the 
end of the day.
Webkinz Day, on Friday, 
April 3, is a chance to bring 
your most favorite Webkin 
pal and create accessories 
for them while meeting other 
Webkin and human pals.
Sign up today for a day, or two, or all fi ve for the 
best Spring Break this side of Ft. Lauderdale. 

  Friends Meeting
Monday, April 13, 1:00 PM
Gail Reed, former Manager of Air Traffi  c 
Communication brings the lofty subject “Inter-
national Air Traffi  c, Keep It Safe and Moving” 
to the Friends. (No word on whether there will 
be peanuts.) 
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April 2009

16  Free Lecture by   
  Tyree Guyton
Th ursday, April 16, 7 PM
Tyree Guyton has a vision to use art as a means of trans-
forming his environment-- stemming urban decay, dis-
placing crime, and rebuilding the dignity and hope of a 
community. Hope sounds nice about now, doesn’t it? Th is 
lecture is sponsored by County National Bank.
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3/30 -4/3

“We could skip the Easter Parade and go to  Th e Ella for Spring 
Break One-Day-Wonders instead...”

Adult Spring Classes 

Begin March 30

Children’s Classes 

Begin April 13

Sign Up ASAP
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Connect the Dots!
Jackson connects with Tyree Guyton and his 
exhibiton STREET SENSE

Tyree Guyton is coming to Jackson. Th e Detroit art-
ist is bringing his exhibit Street Sense: Celebrating 

20 Years of the Heidelberg Project to Th e Ella. Tyree will 
also be at the Museum for several events including a 
sneak preview of Street Sense and Museum fundraiser, 
Th e Connection Reception on Friday, March 6. 

Th e Connection Reception kicks off  a campaign in 
Jackson spearheaded by Th e Ella, to revive community 
pride. Dots are appearing in residential yards, on the 
doors of businesses, even on cars as a visual cue to the 
connections we make each day in our com-
munity between art, commerce, govern-
ment, heritage, and more. (Yard dots and 
door/car dots are available at the Museum 
for a small donation.)

Guyton will also be at Th e Ella for the 
spring Student Symposium bringing area 
senior high art students together to explore 
career and professional paths in the fi eld. 

Guyton returns on Th ursday, April 16, at 
7 p.m. for the free County National Bank 
Lecture Series bringing his thought pro-
voking, sometimes controversial vision.

Street Sense opens to the public on Saturday, 
March 7. Th e preview fundraiser, Connec-
tion Reception, is Friday, March 6, 6:00 
- 8:00 p.m. Tickets for the Connection 
Reception are $20 per person or $35 per 
couple. Th e Street Sense exhibit is sponsored 
by CP Federal Credit Union and the Craft 
Agency, Inc.

Look for Tyree on JTV’s Where We Live 
show available on Comcast Channel 190 or 
via www.jtv.tv

For more information contact the Museum 
by phone (517)787-2320 or visit the Mu-
seum website at www.ellasharp.org

Debra Carmondy was just one of the lucky winners at the January 

Fundraiser Win, Choose, or Draw! She held the winning tickets 

for the Ken Th ompson Bronze Bell and a doll by Carol Stygles. Con-

gratulations also to Antoinette LaCinkski, Marie Bowkowski, and 

Amy White who took home works of art by Leland Beaman, William 

DeBilzan, and Bev Simmons.

Luck Be a Lady...

Members’ Town 
Hall Meeting
Please join the board of directors on Tuesday, 

February 24, at 5:30 p.m. in the Museum’s 
Grand Community Room to discuss the recent 
changes announced in January.  Th e Board will dis-
cuss the current state of our museum, the process 
that led to the decisions made, and their goals for 
the museum in 2009.  Th e Board welcomes your 
feedback and hopes that you will participate in this 
event.

y



2

Director’s Note
Oh Canada! 
Th e Domestic Travel Committee is heading to Niagara-
on-the-Lake on June 24-26. Th e trip features lodging at 
the luxurious Queen’s Landing Hotel, tickets to George 
Bernard Shaw’s Devil ’s Disciple and Garson Kanin’s Born 

Yesterday, two breakfasts, one lunch, and two dinners. A 
passport is requred for the trip across the border. Space is 
limited— contact the Museum today to register!

New Merchandise in the Gift Shop
Th e Friends Gift Shop will be open the same hours as 
the Museum—Tuesday through Friday 10 A.M. until 4 
P.M. and Saturday 11 A.M. until 4 P.M. We are relying 
on our faithful customers to continue shopping in our 
gem of a Gift Shop. New spring merchandise has arrived.

“Ed” and Ella
Th e Education Department has a busy spring. Th e little 
“Pioneers” return this month to spend a day learning 
about the past in Pioneer Living, resource kits for Arts 

Goes to School are going all over the county to K-6 grades, 
and pre-schoolers through second graders will visit the 
Museum for a dot-themed tour that includes stories, gal-
lery walks, and projects. 
New this year is the opportunity for the Museum to par-
ticipate in the Michigan Humanities Council’s Picturing 

America in Michigan Teacher Seminar Series. Staff  from 
Th e Ella will introduce Visual Th inking Strategies (VTS) 
as a means of examining artwork and interpeting mean-
ing from it. VTS has been used at the Museum in Arts 

Goes to School, gallery walks, and student tours for nearly a 
decade. 

Call for Artists and Volunteers!
Th e 2009 Art & Wine Festival is just around the corner. 
If you are interested in participating as an artist or pitch-
ing in as a volunteer please contact the Museum.  Artist 
applications are available now. For more infomration con-
tact rochellec@ellasharp.org.

Book Your Event at the Ella!
Th e perfect place for your next special event or meeting 
is Th e Ella! Museum members at sustainer level or above, 
receive special discounts for when renting the Activities 
Room, Granary,  and Grand Community Room. Contact 
the Museum today to learn more.

Adrian Moses Gordy is Th e Ella’s newest 

Museum baby. His accession number is still 

pending— for now he’s on loan.

Th e Friends Gift Shop donated $6000 to the Museum in January— Th ank you Friends and  to all shoppers!!!

As I was 
proofi ng 

this issue of the 
newsletter I was 
reminded of all 
of the wonder-
ful exhibits, 
programs and 
classes that 
this Museum 
off ers. We have 
recently had 
to go through 
some changes to 
adjust to today’s 
economic climate, and we are still able to off er the 
same quality of programs and exhibits. Keeping our 
quality programming and ensuring a bright future 
for the Museum is our goal to the membership as 
well as the general public. 
 
I hope that you mark your calendars with some of 
our great events and features of the year including 
the spectacular Tyree Guyton exhibit. We are all 
looking forward to this exhibit and meeting the art-
ist himself while the exhibit is at the Museum. We 
are also working on the African American History 
exhibit, which will be coming in the Fall.  Th is is a 
project that has been in the works for a while and is 
a much needed addition to our exhibit halls.
 
My wife and I have also recently gone through some 
changes in our lives with the coming of our fi rst 
child. Adrian Moses Gordy came to us on January 
24th and we could not be happier. Looking at that 
face I know that from now on I will most likely be 
known as Adrian’s dad. 
 
I hope to see all of you at the museum this year to 
take advantage of the wonderful things this staff  has 
in store for the coming year.
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Contributions
December 2008 through January 2009

MEMORIALS  
BARBARA CLEMONS
Peg Noble

JAMES CRAFT
Comerica Bank, Jackson Region Business 
Banking Dept.

VIRGINIA CRIST
Lynne Loftis

PAUL INGELL
Lynne Loftis

THEAMA LEFERE
Mary Deming • John Steppon

MARILYN LYTER
Gene S. Wandel

ALLEN SPIESS, SR.
Lynne Loftis • John D. Neely

HARRY STANTON
Rolf & Florence Beier • Bob & Elayne Eberhart
Sally & Fred Pesetsky • Alice Lincoln Ward

MARGUERITE HUNT TANTTI
Mrs. Gene S. Wandel 

BEVERLY “BEV” SIMMONS
Wand Andrews • Frances Appolonia • Lynea Arehart 
Charles & Dana Aymond • Marna Balazar • Larry & Judy Bauer
Art & Joan Benedetto • Pat & Keith Biler • James Blanchard 
Jackie & Jerry Booth • Mary Ann Brewer • Carole Briggs
Tom & Mari Briggs • David & Christina Broekhuizen 
Th e Brokerage House • Brokerage Land Co. • Jan & Doug Burdick
John & Lisa Butterfi eld • Don & Sharon Calbert 
Bill & Carole Cavanaugh • Pat Chipman • Bob & Lisa Cole
Phil Conley • Warren & “Coco” Cook • Kim Corona 
County National Bank • Craft Agency, Inc.  
John, Holly, & Emily Doseck • Tom, Lorraine, Katie, & Alex Dunn
Ron Ellison • Th e Enterprise Group • Mark, Molly & Anya Frever
Linda & Chuck Furgason • Marcia (Huntley) Gilmer • Martin Griffi  n
Robert & Jane Grover • Monica Harrold 
Jackson Area Association of Realtors  • Tom & Kyle Jansen
Carol Komeglin • Jill, Al, Allie & Julia Lefere • Lynne Loftis
Ted & Leigh MacCready • Dee Mack • Kenny & Phyl Mack
Barbara & Ronald Markowski • Michele Maxfi eld  
Philip & Karen Moilanen • Art & Marianne Moller 
Jerry & Eileen Parr • Sheila Pohl • Jim & Jane Schindler 
Schrader Real Estate, Inc. • William & Sally Sheridan 
Spry Sign & Graphics Company • Barbara Stanton 
Friends of Christy Lefere at Valassis • Rick & Carol Vernier 
Matthew Wagner • Julie & Andy Walz  • Michael Way • John Whiting 
Judy Wilson • John & Dorothy Wolter • John & Judy Worden 
Chuck & Sue Wrzesinski 

DONATIONS TO THE COLLECTIONS
Judith Barnard • Gerry Blanchard • Chuck Falahee 
William E. MacMillan • Pete & Myrtle Muraf • Patricia O’Dowd
John & Fran Parker • Merrie C. Patch • Louise Salisbury
Barbara Stanton • Mona Townsend • Gene S. Wandel
Jim Zuleski

Detail from a fabric work by Bev Simmons that she donated 

to the Museum’s January Fundraiser. Bev passed away in 

January. A celebration of her life took place at the Museum 

and featured a silent auction of her remaining artwork. Many 

thanks to Bev’s family and friends who purchased pieces that 

day. Proceeds from the auction were donated to Th e Ella.

DONATIONS TO THE WIN CHOOSE OR DRAW! 
FUNDRAISER EVENT
Leland Beaman •  Maki Braun • Pat Chipman
Bill DeBilzan • Doug DeLind • Laura DeLind
Rosemary Edgar • Ella’s Granary Restaurant
Friends Gift Shop • Romelle Frey • Helmuth Goeth
Steve Hardwick • Judy Horn • Sue Hubbard
Mary Humphrey • I’ve Been Framed 
Stephanie Kolman • Tom McMillen-Oakley
Todd McMillen-Oakley • Michael Metts
Gretchen Otto • Jane Robinson • Carol Stygles
Bev Simmons • Bill Taylor • Ken Th ompson
Sheryl Tolonen • Roger Varland 
Christine Waugh-Fleischmann • Elizabeth Walker
Vid Weatherwax • Amy Wellington • Barbara Yerace




