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Win,Choose, or Draw!
Take a Chance on the Winter Fundraiser January 31st

The odds are in your favor to have a fantastic night out at the Museum on 
Saturday, January 31, 7-10 p.m. at the Win, Choose, or Draw winter fund-

raiser party. Admission to the event automatically enters you in a once-in-a-
lifetime drawing featuring original artwork from four well known artists with 
ties to the Jackson area: Carol Stygles, Bev Simmons, William DeBilzan, and 
Leland Beaman. 

“For only $20— less than a half tank of gas— you get a fabulous night out at 
The Ella... and a chance to take home a piece of original artwork,” notes Amy 
Wellington, coordinator of the event. “It’s a fundraiser with the emphasis on 
fun.”

In addition to the admission raffle, there will be “bucket” dollar raffles, a 50/50 
drawing, and a silent auction featuring the 8.5” x 11” work of 12 regional visual 
artists.  Other games and surprises will be revealed throughout the evening. 
Hors d’ourves and a cash bar will be available as well. All proceeds will benefit 
the Museum’s Annual Fund. Win, Choose, or Draw advance tickets are available 
at the Museum. Contact the Museum today!

A chance to take home William DeBil-
zan’s One of These Nights (34x19) for 
just $20!?

...To a Tea
Make plans to have a nice cuppa at Ella’s 

Birthday Tea on Sunday,  February 15, at 
2 p.m.  The Friends of The Ella will be hosts this 
year and promise a scrumptious afternoon of 
crumpets, cake, and tea, live music and surprise 
entertainment. Young guests will have the option 
of “Shirley Temple” drinks should they not warm 
to a spot of proper tea. The Museum’s annual 
Tea is a lovely day out for old friends or new, Tea 
enthusiasts and children. This very popular event 
requires paid reservations (Member adults $15, 
non-member adults $17, all children under 12 $5 
each).

Connect the dots.... Look inside....

The Museum’s Log House was decorated with fresh greens and a Christ-
mas tree for A Civil War Christmas program on December 6. Visitors 
enjoyed a hot drink and met a soldier home on furlough and his family. 

Home for the Holiday
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Director’s Note Friends Bits and Pieces
Cheryl Lawrence is the new Sunshine Committee chair 
of the Friends of the Ella Sharp Museum. Please let 
Cheryl know of any members in need of a “Get Well” 
card. Friends are also reminded to record their volunteer 
hours. 

Toledo Trip 
The Museum Travel Committee announces a February 
8 trip to Toledo to visit the Toledo Museum of Art and 
view the special exhibition Homer for the Holidays: Wa-
tercolors by Winslow Homer (on loan from the Chicago 
Art Institute). Also, don’t miss the stunning new Glass 
Pavilion featuring over 7,000 objects of glass. Dinner 
will be at the elegant 1851 Greek Revival mansion, The 
Hathaway House, in Blissfield. Contact the Museum 
for more information. 
In the works is a three-day, two-night trip to the Strat-
ford Festival in Canada... Details in the next newsletter.

A Familiar Face
Ella Sharp has her own Facebook page with over a hun-
dred friends— are you one? Facebook members can find 
Ella by using the search feature. (Because Jackson is not a 
Facebook “network” yet, Ella’s under Ann Arbor.)
The Museum also has a “fan page” on Facebook— be-
come a fan and keep up to date on the latest events and 
see photos of exhibits, events, and more.

Connect the Dots
Soon, all over Jackson, folks will be seeing dots in yards 
and on businesses. This campaign to stir up community 
pride will have The Ella at its center. More information 
will be coming but yard dots can be pre-ordered at the 
Museum in January.

Gift Shop Sale!
The annual Pre-Inventory Sale in the Friends Gift Shop 
takes place in early January. (The shop will be closed 
January 26-28 for inventory.) Everybody wins here— 
great merchandise is marked down to make room for new 
merchandise arriving in February... every purchase helps 
support The Ella.

As I write my article for this issue of the 
newsletter, I can hear the voices of many small 

children emerging from the Breakfast with Mrs. 
Claus program. Every child is leaving with a piece of 
candy and the memory of meeting Mrs. Claus herself 
as she sang 
songs and told 
stories.

In a moment 
I’m going to go 
out to the log 
house where 
C h r i s t m a s 
is being 
celebrated in 
Civil War style. 
Our historic 
family is out there cooking a traditional Christmas 
dinner and welcoming their returning soldier home 
for the Holidays. It certainly is a busy day at the 
museum and I’m looking forward to more of these 
days in the future.

We have so many wonderful plans, programs and 
events for the future of the museum, but we could 
never do it without the generosity of our members 
and volunteers. Even our Holiday events would not 
be possible without the support of our members, 
volunteers and community.  I hope you keep us in 
mind during this new year and new era for the Ella 
Sharp Museum.

I also hope to see some of you at the Friends of the 
Ella Sharp Museum luncheon on Monday, January 
12, in Ella’s Granary Restaurant. Make sure to call 
the Museum at 787-2320 and let the front desk 
know that you will be attending.

Come out and see us sometime, and don’t forget 
that we always have some great opportunities at 
hand for you to be more involved in the museum.
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From the Galleries 
by Katie Hill, Exhibits Coordinator

We’ve been  busy preparing for the 2009 exhibit year that will fea-
ture two blockbusters, many art exhibits and one ground breaking 

historical exhibition. In March, we will present an art exhibit by Detroit 
artist, Tyree Guyton (pictured, right). We will also host the Great Lakes 
Pastel Society’s Members Show in mid-March. Beginning June 6, the museum will be transformed into a wildlife 
experience with the nationally traveling John James Audubon exhibit. The fall will bring a previously untold part of 
Jackson’s history with A History of African Americans in Jackson beginnning Sept. 19. We will round out the year with 
a unique exhibit featuring Ken Thompson and John Leyland. Also keep your eyes open for new work in the Andrews 
Gallery of Wildlife Art and new outdoor sculpture both in May. We hope you will join us in this exciting year!

Contributions
October through November 2008

HONORARIUM
In Honor of Barbara Franklin 
on her 90th Birthday
Gloria B. Stevens

MEMORIALS  
John Briggs
Lynne Loftis • Essex Park Condo Association

James Craft
Jeffrey Anderson • Andy & Sandy Andrews
Larry & Val Bullen • Craft Agency, Inc.
David, Sandy, Mandi & Lauren Craft
Gary & Melva Emerson • Joyce & Woody Furman
Ben & Amy Gilpin • Carol F. Kobert
Edward & Helen Green • Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hardy
Lynne Loftis • Mrs. Hugh McVicker
Robert & Catherine Reel • Reynolds Agency, Inc.
Robert & Nancy Robidoux • Pat & Carolyn Rollins
LeRoy & Carolyn Scott • Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Shelley

Joseph E. Dunigan
Phil Conley • Mrs. Hugh McVicker • Al Spiess, Jr.

Contributions for a Tree to be Planted  
in Memory of NANCY LODISE
Betsy & Ken Chambers • Dennis Lodise
Sally & Tom Royce • Thomas & Jacquelyn Tossberg

Dr. Nathan Munro 
Waldo & Helen Breitenwischer  
 Mrs. Robert Handley • Mrs. Robert Medlar

Robert Sbach
Lynne Loftis

Harry Stanton
Wilma Bass • Charles & Janet Bilby • Mrs. Isabelle Brown  
Larry & Val Bullen • John & Erin Carr & Family • Pat Chipman
James & Geraldine Climer • A.P.  & Bea Cook III  
Mrs. Richard Deming • Richard & Patricia Erhardt • Natalie Field 
Barbara B. Franklin • Paul & Rosemary Gies • Jewel Gill  
The Robert Lake Family • Patricia & Donald Lawrence • Lynne Loftis  
Frederick & Deborah Marshall • Mrs. Hugh McVicker  
Abby Lou Minor • Philip & Karen Moilanen • Rose Anna Morrison  
Pat & Bob Paul • Bernard & Alice Reizner • Linda, Vern & Ron Saper
Ron Saper & Nora Fleming • Dorothy Skillings 
Jerry Skillings, Abby Spector, & Anra Skillings • Gloria B. Stevens 
Ardis Sussell • Ellis & Elizabeth Swartzel • Mr. & Mrs. Inman Vandry  
Gene S. Wandel • Charles & Barbara Wellman • Ruth B. Westfall
Rev. Arnold Westwood • Karen Wood

Jacob “Jack” Zimmerman III
Keith & Beth Huntley

Donations to the Collections
Nancy Angelo • Patricia Aten • William Bailey • Karen Baker
Fran & Terri Champney • Barbara Donnelly • Karen Drews  
Jewel Gill • Mike Kella • Edward Fagerlund • Sue Fleuren
Joyce Goudie • Jean Lughlin • Leonard Moseman • Jean E. Otis- Trust 
Jean Beaman Reid • Thomas Reed • Anne Glasgow Seppa  
Alice Shankland • Doris Shelby • Al Spiess • Andy Walz 
Gene Wandel • Margorie E. Weller • Ruth Westfall • Mary Jean Wiles 
Jim & Barbara Zuleski

In-Kind Donations
Hammond Hardware • The Hobbit • Al Spiess
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